


PRESENTATION OVERVIEW: 
- A history of Delaware County from ~100 BCE to 1930. 

 - Native Periods (pre-historical and historical). 
 - Early Pioneer Settlement 
 - Gas Boom Muncie 
 - Industrialization 
 - Mass Transit and the Interurban 
 - Albany 

 
- Overview of the Delaware County Historical Society 

 - Genealogical Research 
 - Pioneer Cemetery Preservation 
 - Resource Library 
 - Moore-Youse Home Museum 



Adena/Hopewell in East Central Indiana: 
- Archaeological record of ‘Adena’ and ‘Hopewell’ cultures 
in East Central Indiana from 200-100 BCE. 
 
- Adena in Delaware, Madison, Henry, Randolph Counties 
roughly 160 BCE.  
 
- Hopewell in same areas: ~200 CE 
 
- Area sites: Great Mound in Anderson, Windsor Mound, 
Fudge Site, Chrysler Enclosure 
 
- Sites known to early pioneers in Delaware County: Liberty 
Township, Mt. Pleasant Township, Parkinson Mound, Perry 
Township, Salem Township 
 
- 12 Known sites in Delaware County 
 
- Current known sites: Yorktown Enclosure & Bell Creek 
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‘Great Mound’ – Solar Calendar: 
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Delaware/Lenape in Delaware County: 
- Invited by the Miami to live along the White River after the 
Northwest Indian War. 
 
- As many as 14 villages from Burlington to Marion County. 
 
- 4 Villages in Delaware County: Wapicamikoke, 
Wapicamikunk , York Village, Hockingpomsga’s Village 
 
- 1790s-1821 
 
- NO CHIEF MUNSEE.  Munsee is a dialect of the 
Delaware People. 
 
- Prominent Delaware County chiefs: Buckhongehelas, 
Tedpachsit, Hockingpomsga (Anderson in Madison Co.). 
 
- Left after Treaty of St. Mary’s 
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Delaware/Lenape in Delaware County: 
- Shawnee Indians Tecumseh and his brother Tenskwatawa 
(the prophet) come to stay at Wapicomekoke in March 
1806. 
 
- Plays up ‘witchcraft’ and other non-traditional aspects of 
Delaware. 
 
- Some Lenape start ‘witchhunts’. 
 
- Joshua (Christian Indian) taken from Mission and burned 
alive at the stake at Wapicamikunk (Minnetrista). 
 
- Tetepachksit – tomahawked. 
 
- Moravians leave – 1806. 
 
 
 





Early Settlers - Goldsmith Gilbert: 
- Trading house along Mississinewa in 1825. 
- Attacked by Native Americans, repaid $2,000. 
- Bought the Hackley Reserve from Rebecca Hackley. 
- Hackley Reserve - Wapicamikunk . 
 
- 1827: three landowners in ‘Munsee Town” donated land 
for public use - Gilbert, Lemuel Jackson, and William 
Brown. 
 
- Gilbert: ran a mill, a distillery, dry goods store, small 
manufacturing. 
 
- Tavern: ‘Entertainment for man and beast.’ 
 
- Muncie population before 1850: 300-500. 
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Gas Boom: 
- 1876 ‘roof of hell’ in Eaton. 
 
- 1880s full discovery. 
 
- 1 Trillion Cubic Feet of Gas 
- All but gone by 1910. 
- 1 Billion barrels of oil.  900,000 remain. 
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Mass Transit: 
- Trolley/Electric Streetcar System 
- Interurban System (Union Traction) 
- Heavy Rail (shipping and long distance). 
 
- Bee Line in 1850s (precursor to the Big Four)/Indianapolis and Bellfontaine Railroad. 
 
- Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway (CCC&StL) or Big Four (part of New 
York Central) 
 
- Fort Wayne, Cincinnati and Louisville Railroad (FWC&L), later Nickel Plate Road 
- Lafayette, Bloomington and Muncie Railway (LB&M) – Lake Erie & Western Railway  
- Lake Erie & Western Railway (LE&W)  
- Chicago and South Eastern Railroad (C&SE) – Central Indiana Railway  
- Chicago, Indiana and Eastern Railroad (CI&E) – Pennsylvania Railroad  
- Cincinnati, Richmond and Muncie Railroad (CR&M) – Chesapeake and Ohio Railway  
- Muncie Belt Railway (MBR)  
- Muncie and Western Railroad (MWR)  
- Union Traction Company of Indiana  
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Interurban Strike – Martial Law: 
- January 1, 1908 
- Amalgamated Association of Street and Electric Railway 
Employees 
 
- Strike turned into riots. 
- Riots threatened street car shed. 
- Mayor Leonidas Guthrie asked governor James Hanly for 
Indiana National Guard. 
 
- Martial Law declared.  Troops leave on January 17. 
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Albany: 
-  Mississinewa area: Miami Native American hunting 

ground. 

-  Town first platted in 1832 by William Venard and Samuel 
Colyer (from New York state). 

-  Founded in 1833 – named after Albany, New York. 

-  Albany – Smithfield: first road in Delaware Township. 

-  Largely Methodists from upstate New York. 

-  Lake Erie and Western Railroad in 1879 

-  Largely rural/farm community until the gas boom in the 
1880s – 1910s. 
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Albany: 
-  1880 Population: 249 
-  1890 Population: 571 
-  1900 Population: 2,116 
-  1910 Population: over 3,000 
-  2010 Population: 2,165 

-  Albany Paper Company, Buckeye Window Glass 
Company, North Baltimore Bottle Glass Company, 
Model Flint Glass Company, Adams and Becknell 
Furniture Factory, Albany Tube Works, Indiana Lounge 
Company, Indiana Pipeline Company. 

-  1900: 8 saloons, 3 restaurants, four blacksmiths, five 
grocers, three stables, five barbershops, and two hotels. 

-  Electricity and water services come in 1899. 

-  Interurban comes in 1906 (from Muncie to Portland). 
 
 
 
 



Albany: 
-  Series of local newspapers: 

-  Albany Journal: 1898 
-  Albany Advocate: 1902 
-  Albany Chronicle: 1907- 1972 

-  Collection: Indiana Historical Bureau and the Delaware 
County Historical Society 
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Delaware County Historical Society: 
- Pioneer Cemetery Preservation 
- Genealogy Research 
- Genealogy Training and Workshops 
- Moore-Youse Home Museum 
 
- Historical Presentations 
- General Historical Research 
 
- Resource Library 
 
 
- Become a member: $20 
 
 
- http://www.delawarecountyhistory.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 



Upcoming Events: 

- History of Brewing in Muncie:  
 - Saturday, January, 24 
 - 1:00-3:00pm at Fickle Peach 
 - $14 

 
- Mounds to Buckhongehelas 

 - Wednesday, February, 25 
 - 6:30 at Kennedy Branch Library 
 - Free 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


